Three Fifteenth-Century Pioneers

By far the earliest and most important of
these was Nicolo de'Conti. Sprung from a noble
Venetian house, he was early initiated at Damas-
cus into the mysteries of that commerce which
was the basis of Venetian prosperity. In 1419,
accompanied by his wife, he set out from
Damascus upon his twenty-five years5 travel in
the East. Having joined a caravan of six hun-
dred other merchants, he passed over the deserts
of Arabia Petraea and through Chaldaea to
" Baldochia " (Baghdad), whence he sailed
down the Euphrates to Busrah. Reaching Or-
muz he went to Kalhat in Arabia, where he
stayed a considerable time in order to learn
Persian, his knowledge of which subsequently
stood him in no little stead. The first India town
at which he touched was the flourishing port of
Cambay, in which he chiefly remarked the
abundance of sardonyzes and suttees. Con-
tinuing his voyage along the coast, after twenty
days' sailing he arrived at two cities on the sea-
shore, " one named Pacamuria, and the other
Helly." Disembarking, apparently at one of
these places, he ventured three hundred miles
inland, inspired by a desire to Behold the splen-
dours of the far-famed capital of the kingdom of
" Bizenegalia."* Of this city he gives a very fair

* This is Vijayanagar. Later travellers adopt various methods of
spelling the word, e.g., Bisnaga, Bicheneger, Bidjanagar. The worst bar-
barity, however, in this line is Beejanuggur, which of itself is sufficient to
justify the estremest advocates of orthographic reform in connection with
Indian names,
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